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Speaker Biographies 

 

Simon Powell 

A founder member of Marine South East, 

Simon has extensive experience of managing 

UK and EU collaborative projects, to stimulate 

innovation within the marine sector, generate 

growth, improve competitiveness and boost 

profitability. He leads MSE’s interests in 

maritime transport, logistics and security.  

Simon’s understanding of the maritime sector 

was developed during a varied 18 year career 

as a professional seafarer.  He has served as a submarine 

warfare officer and a merchant navy officer in a wide variety 

of ships and conducted new build warship sea trials.  He has 

trained British and overseas naval personnel in operational 

procedures, intelligence, security and navigation. 

Mark Bobby 

Mark Bobby is the Marine Manager for 

Gardline Marine Services.  He is 

responsible for the day-to-day running of 

the company’s Fleet of Multi-Role Survey 

and Patrol Vessels which operate 

worldwide.  This includes ensuring that all 

the Company’s vessels operate within the 

International Safety Management (ISM) 

code and all Flag State and Class certifications are complied 

with.  Prior to joining Gardline, Mark was employed at sea 

working worldwide on PSVs, Drillships and Cable layers, 

managing all vessel machinery including propulsion and 

power generating systems. 

Dr Dennis Doerffel         

Founder & Chief Technology Officer, 

REAPsystems,  Dennis has a Dipl.-Ing. 

degree in communications electronics 

from the University of the German forces 

in Hamburg and a PhD from the 

University of Southampton. Before he 

founded REAPsystems in 2003, he spent 

12 years in the German forces, where he 

led, organised and trained repair and 

maintenance teams.  Later, he was 

responsible for software maintenance. He has been 

fascinated by modern battery technology, their practical 

applications and challenges since 1998.  Dennis is an 

authentic, enthusiastic and visionary individual who believes 

"there is always a better way".  He has subscribed to the 

Toyota Management Principles as the way forward into a 

sustainable world. He leads the way in hybrid electric 

vehicles, applications for large lithium-ion batteries, systems 

engineering and is always challenging the status quo. 

 

 

 

Ken Wittamore 

Ken trained as a specialist marine nuclear 

propulsion engineer with the British Royal 

Navy and has retained a strong maritime 

focus throughout his career.  For the last 

five years, Ken and his team at Triskel 

Marine have been working on sensing and 

control technologies for the management of 

hybrid power and propulsion systems.  

During this period, he has negotiated and 

led a number of UK and EU funded 

research and development projects.  Intellectual property 

from this major R&D effort is now being brought to market 

under licence. 

Malcolm Habens 

Malcolm Habens is the founding director of 

Datum Electronics, with over 38 years of 

experience in the strain gauge 

measurement industry. An innovator at 

heart, he is responsible for the design of the 

cutting-edge torque and shaft power 

measurement solutions, as well as several 

key bespoke projects. Under Malcolm’s leadership, Datum 

Electronics has recently built the world’s largest ever torque 

transducer at 12MNm and has developed the new Diesel 

Hawk engine monitoring system for commercial marine 

vessels. They have delivered several specialist high-speed 

torque meters for aero component testing, as well as screw 

piling sensors, which monitor both monitoring (both torque 

and thrust) for the civil and marine construction industries. 

Using his extensive knowledge in sensors and strain gauge 

technology, Malcolm concentrates on developments in 

rotating electronics, which are essential for improving the 

operational efficiency and saving fuel costs.  

Gerasimov Theotokatos 

Gerasimos Theotokatos is a Lecturer and 
the Deputy Head at the Department of 
Naval Architecture, Ocean & Marine 
Engineering of the University of 
Strathclyde. He has an extensive 
experience of around 20 years on 
teaching and researching in the scientific 

area of marine systems engineering having being 
employed in various positions in Greek 
Universities/Educational Institutions as well as in 
participating in large EU funded projects.  His 

research focuses on the various methods of modelling, 
optimisation and experimental analysis of marine engines 
and ship energy systems pursuing life-cycle efficiency 
improvement and reduction of their environmental footprint, 
promoting feasible and green design/operating alternatives 
that can meet the demanding marine industry requirements 
for fuel cost savings and environmental friendliness. 
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Agenda 
1530 Introduction – Simon Powell (Marine South East) 

Scene setting 

1535   Energy Use and Operational Performance, Why We Need More Data  

 A Commercial Operator’s Perspective – Mark Bobby (Gardline) 
 

1545   Wasting fuel 

Why conventional diesel-powered vessels fail to achieve peak efficiency - Ken 

Wittamore (Triskel Marine) 
  

Enablers to Optimise Efficiency 

1555   Measuring Shaft Power 

  Innovations to reduce the cost of shaft mounted sensors –  

  Malcolm Habens (Datum Electronics) 
 

1605   Data Aggregation, Communications and User Interface 

 System to collect, standardise, transmit and control vessel data –  

  Ken Wittamore (Triskel Marine) 
 

1615   Hybrid Propulsion 

  Optimising energy efficiency –  Dennis Doerffel (REAP Systems) 
 

1625 Propulsion Systems Modelling and Comparison 

Software tool to present and analyse vessel data, allowing comparison with hybrid 

alternatives -  Gerasimos Theotokatos (University of Strathclyde) 
 

1635 How Does This Inform My Decision Making? 

            Facilitated Q&A Session -  Simon Powell (Marine South East) 
 

1700 Close    

Date:  Tuesday, 13th June 2017, 1530 to 1700 

Venue:  Upper Deck Conference Room,  

   Seawork International 2017 

  Mayflower Park, Southampton 


